'Values of Freedom movement important now1
True Gandhian spirit and the dedicated values of the freedom
movement as also the*Socialist movement have to be rekindled for
the country to get out of the present morass and progress, said former
Union Minister and veteran Socialist leader, Prof. Madhu Dandavate.
Speaking at the birth centenary celebrations of freedom fighter
and journalist, Madduri Annapoornaiah here on Sunday. Prof.
Dandavate said the values propagated by the freedom and Socialist
movements were important to this day. "But, these days values have
been lost in the national agenda and leaders are dedicated to power,"
he said.
Earlier, the Minister for Tourism, Mr. T. Sitaram, announced that
the State government had decided to constitute a Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award for journalists in the name of Madduri Annapoornaiah.
A communication was also sent to the Centre to bring out a special
stamp in his honour.
Paying rich tributes. Prof. Dandavate said, Madduri Annapoor-
naiah had made "invaluable contribution to the freedom struggle
and Socialist movement". Annapoornaiah had spent 14 years in
prison in the fashion of a true Satyagrahee despite family problems,
he said and recalled that he had translated the speeches of Netaji
Subash Chandra Bose when the latter had visited Andhra Pradesh.
He also earned the sobriquet of "Netaji of A.P.".
Making a passionate plea for religious harmony in the country,
Prof, Dandavate said even Mahatma Gandhi had put communal
harmony above freedom from foreign powers.
The Union Minister of State for Urban Affairs and Employment,
Mr. B. Dattatreya, said it was necessary to include a lesson on the
life and times of Madduri Annapoornaiah in the school curriculum
so that the present generation would get to know the selfless sacri-
fices made by people like him. Pointing out that Madduri lived and